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For some vets, honors must wait 


Prohibition of taps, rifle salutes, flag-folding at national 
cemeteries during crisis ‘takes the heart out’ of burials 


By STEVE LIEWER 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


It’s been a silent spring at Oma- 
ha National Cemetery. It will be a 
quiet Memorial Day, too. 

No crack of a three-gun rifle vol- 
ley across the rolling hillsides. No 
bugler blowing taps. No flags flut- 
tering crisply in the breeze. 

On March 23, the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs clamped 


unprecedented restrictions on 
the conduct of funerals at the 142 
military cemeteries it runs, in an 
effort to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19. 

The action limited all funer- 
al gatherings and services to 10 


to their cars.) Though cemeteries 
remained open, most public build- 
ings were closed. 

And the VA barred the render- 
ing of military honors — the rifle 
salute, the mournful bugle song, 
the ceremonial flag-folding that 
makes military funerals so solemn 
and unique. 

There has been no indication yet 
when the restrictions might end. 


people, in keeping with guidelines The limits have also forced 
issued by the Centers for Disease Omaha National to cancel Mon- AVERY SCHNEIDER/NEW YORK NATIONAL GUARD 
Control and Prevention. (Later, 4ay’s Memorial Day services, an Sgt, Nikole Clark of the New York National Guard salutes a deceased veteran 
visitors were further restricted See Funerals: Page 4 at his funeral in Lackawanna, New York, earlier this month. 


Testing virus 
samples in 

øroups could 
save supplies 


‘Promising way forward’ is 
drawing national attention 


for ability to expand testing 


By JULIE ANDERSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Back in March, Peter Iwen 
faced a serious shortage of the 
chemicals needed to run tests for 
the novel coronavirus. 

It wasn’t a problem unique to 
Nebraska; supply chains around 
the world were stretched thin. 

Iwen, director of the Nebraska 
Public Health Laboratory, remem- 
bered an old tool that long had been 
used to conserve testing resources 
in blood donation screening and 
testing for sexually transmitted 
diseases. Instead of testing each 
sample separately, labs pooled 
specimens from different people 
and tested them together. 

So he reached out to a longtime 
contact. 

Chris Bilder, a statistics profes- 
sor at the University of Nebras- 
ka-Lincoln, has studied group test- 
ing for about 18 years, including 
advising Iowa’s state laboratory on 
group testing for STDs. 

Last month, the researchers 
published a study demonstrating 
that the method could result in us- 
ing more than 50% fewer tests on 


See Testing: Page 2 


CORONAVIRUS CASES 

Infections Deaths 
Nebraska 12,134 150 
lowa 17,251 456 
U.S. 1,622,114 97,049 


*As of 9 p.m. Sunday 


Despite virus 

worries, holiday 
weekend draws 
droves outdoors 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
The Memorial Day weekend mark- 
ing the unofficial start of summer 
in the U.S. meant big crowds at 
beaches and warnings from au- 
thorities Sunday about people dis- 
regarding social distancing rules 
and risking a resurgence of the 
coronavirus that has killed nearly 
100,000 Americans. 

Meanwhile, the White House 
broadened its travel ban against 
countries hard hit by the virus, 
saying it would deny admission to 
foreigners who have recently been 
in Brazil. 

Sheriff’s deputies and beach 
patrols tried to make sure people 
kept their distance from others 
as they soaked up the rays on the 
sand and at parks and other recre- 
ation sites around the country. 

In the Tampa area along Flori- 
da’s Gulf Coast, the crowds were so 
big that authorities closed parking 


See Virus: Page 2 


MEMORIAL DAY 


Z LONG/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Pat Brown and son Daryl Brown Sr. decorate graves Sunday at Mount Hope Cemetery, above, and Forest Lawn Cemetery. A pinwheel, top left, 
silk flowers or flags are left for veterans. At top right, Pat Brown, with great-grandson Maxwell Carter, 8, is passing on the tradition to family. 


Keeping memories of loved ones alive 
with a ‘genuine heart,’ volunteer spirit 


circuit can take up to 3% hours, Brown 
said. 


By Kevin COLE 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Omaha woman, 82, has 


Every Memorial Day weekend 
for the past 47 years, Pat Brown has 
walked through Omaha cemeteries 
decorating the graves of family and 
friends who otherwise might be for- 
gotten. 

“I go all the way back to decorating 
my aunt’s grave in 1973,” Brown said. 
“But I would look around and see oth- 
er graves of people that I knew with 
nothing on them, and I’d put down a 
flower, you know, so they’re remem- 
bered.” 

Brown, 82, and her daughters, Brid- 
get and Vicki Brown, and son, Daryl 


marked the holiday for 
nearly five decades by 
decorating gravesites 


Brown Sr., decorated 35 graves on 
Sunday. They leave silk flowers or 
pinwheels and flags for the veterans. 
Their day started with 11 graves at 
Mount Hope Cemetery, 7602 Military 
Ave. The pair then moved on to Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, 7909 Mormon Bridge 
Road, where they tended to 24 more 
graves. Depending on the weather, the 


No list or maps were needed to find 
the graves, Brown said. Sitting at 
home, she can close her eyes and visu- 
alize each gravesite. 

“She’s a very detail-oriented per- 
son,” said her friend Cynthia John- 
son, who works in the office at King 
Science and Technology Magnet Cen- 
ter. “Pat likes protocol, and she likes 
things done in detailed order, and she 
remembers all the names, dates and 
all the right things.” 

Brown, an Omaha native, graduated 
from Central High School in 1955 and 


See Cemeteries: Page 2 
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